Effects of methallibure (I.C.I. 33828) on the female reproductive tract of the Indian Desert gerbil (Meriones hurrianae Jerdon).
Effects of methallibure (I.C.I. 33828) have been studied on the reproductive organs of female gerbils, Meriones hurrianae. Methallibure administration caused reduction of gonadal weight indicating suppression of pituitary gonadotrophins. In the ovaries of the treated females extensive atresia of follicles and of corpora lutea was observed. In addition methallibure interrupted the sex cycle, and a dioestrous vaginal pattern was retained throughout medication. A significant decrease in the level of RNA, protein and sialic acid in the uterus and vagina and of glycogen in the uterus was found. Histological and biochemical changes in the ovaries and uteri suggest a possible direct antioestrogenic action of the compound.